Wendy Hewitt O.U.R. Children’s Safety Log

Questions in bold

August 4, 2009 – On June 18, 2009 I watched the abuse video at the National Leadership Conference. On June 18, 2009 I attended the Child Abuse & Neglect workshop at the Conference.  The video was very informative and hard to watch.  These things are happening by the minute and I like to live in my happy little world and pretend that things like this don’t happen to kids everyday.  Even kids that I know.   As I sat in the workshop listening to Janet talk about her Log I thought maybe I should join the Pilot Project and step out of my comfort zone.  Talking to people, other than close friends, about abuse is way out of my comfort zone.   So I joined the project the last week of July.  With our County Fair just getting over I now have time to get to work.  This week I am preparing to train our Wyoming Families for Hands & Voices Board at our 3rd Annual Board Retreat on August 6 & 7.  So the first big question is – Can I do this?  We are going to give it our best shot.  Today I reviewed the power point several times to prepare for the Board Training and looked over Janet’s log.  As I read through the outline I thought about ....a child... and the conditions she lives in.  Do I need to file report of neglect?  

August 5, 2009 – Today I made copies to hand out at my training.  I hope I am ready. 

August 8, 2009 – Yesterday I shared the O.U.R Children’s Safety power point with 6 members of our Advisory Board and Board of Directors and my fellow Co-Director. The training and discussion lasted about 1.25 hours.  Involved in the discussion were three parents, one of them works for DFS in her county, a CODA and Interpreter, a deaf adult and librarian for the D/HH Library, a SLP & member of the D/HH Outreach team, and a TOD.   Five members of our Board were unable to attend.  I was very nervous.  But it went well.  They provided a lot of discussion.  The parent that works for DFS greatly added to the discussion and was able to provide insight to certain laws.   Members shared stories of times when they reported, foster kids their families took in, and when they talked to their kids about abuse.  We talked about the Good Touch/Bad Touch presentations that are given to the children in school in several, but not all districts in our state.  Parents can preview the lessons or attend with their child.  One member brought up how important it is for us to know the language they are using in the presentations to help us teach our children and to help them understand better.  Because our d/hh kids usually need to hear it more than once.  One board member asked if you thought the incidence of CA/N in d/hh kids would decrease with the increased use of implants and better language.  Another question they asked was if there is any information out there that is given to deaf parents to help them help their kids understand about CA/N.  I also gave them a handout on the ‘Resources for Parents’ that was given to us by Gennie Stults.  The Librarian for the Wyoming D/HH Resource Library serves on our Board and she is going to work to get some of the books and videos on that list in our library.  


August 12, 2009 – Well yesterday I got to deal with CA/N personally. I have so much on my mind that I hope I can put my thought down so it all makes sense.  Remember in my first entry I mentioned that I wondered if I should file a report ............ for neglect.  First I will give you a quick history of their situation.   We will call the mom Beth and the girl Ann, I chose short names for faster typing purposes.  Beth is an alcoholic and has been for several years.  She hasn’t worked since before Ann started school in 2006.  Her drinking has gotten worse over the years, her house is very dirty and Ann doesn’t have clean clothes and 3 meals a day. In February of 2009 some friends took Ann and convinced Beth to get into rehab and she did.  She cam home at the end of May.  Friends & family cleaned up her house and made some renovations.  Beth did good for about a month then started drinking again and let her house go.  She had a good job for about 3 weeks.  At the time I wrote my first entry the mom & daughter were staying with someone out of town for a few weeks we will call him Sam.  Well they came home Monday the 10th.  At about 3:00 on the afternoon of the 11th Ann knocked on my door with Sam’s phone number saying he told her to call him if her mom drank too much and passed out.  She said she ran to my house which is about ...... of a mile.  So I called him and talked to him for a few minutes, and so did she.  Ann told him her mom had been asleep all day and drank lots of beer before she fell asleep.  He asked if she had lunch or breakfast and she told him no.  I talked to him again, and he said he really tried to help her while they were at his house.  I know that a lot of people that have tried to help are frustrated and don’t know what to do any more.  I didn’t quite know what to do, do I call the sheriff, do I take her home, what do I do?  I called my husband at work and he called his friend that is sheriff.  They felt I needed to make sure the mom was okay.  So after feeding Ann a sandwich we went down to check on Beth.  Just before we got there another friend of Beth’s came and had woke her up.  We will call her Sue.  Ann told me a couple times that she was kinda scared because her mom was going to be mad because she had come  up to my house.  And her mom was mad.  I believe that had we not been there Ann would have got some kind of spanking. As we were leaving my husband sheriff friend came down to make sure everything was okay.  They talked to Beth for a few minutes and left.  After that I talked to Sue told her about Ann coming to my house because her mom was asleep, and not being fed, etc.  We decided to let family know what was going on.  I considered calling DFS, but my husband felt that because we had reported to the sheriff’s office that was the same.  I called the Aunt and Uncle that kept Ann while her mom was in rehab.  She was and has been concerned for a long time.  She called DFS and then called me back and said DFS would be calling be to ask some questions.  Within a short time later 2 different sheriffs were at her house, they were there for about 20 minutes.  I was very stressed, because me and the kids were home alone, and I worried that Beth may drink a bunch and retaliate in someway because her daughter had come to my house and all the sudden 2 different set of sheriffs we coming to her house.  But at the same time knowing that Ann was being neglected and in someway maybe physically abused.  I am not the only one that feels she needs to get out of that house.  Sue went down again later last night and said that either time she was there Beth would not let her past the front door.  I have not received a phone call from DFS and if I don’t, later today I will call them. It was way out of my comfort zone to go through that and feel like Beth would be mad at me, but she has made her choices with drinking and it is Ann that is suffering. It has helped to put the events and my feelings down on paper, so I hope this is not something that should not be put in our OUR logs.  We will see what happens from here. 


August 26, 2009 - Well it has been a few days since I have written in my log.  The kids are in school now, so maybe I can keep up better.  I will give a quick update about Beth & Ann.  A few hours after I finished writing in my log on the 12th a family friend came and took Ann home to her house.  Later the sheriff and DFS came to Beth’s house.  Beth was sited with neglect by DFS.  On the 19th Beth was found not breathing and barely with a pulse from alcohol poisoning.   She came home later that day from the hospital and Ann went home with her.  Since going to the hospital Beth had to stay with family at night so they could make sure she got her detox meds, but she was home during the day.  Family was trying to convince her to go back to rehab and I have not seen her at home since Monday. I am wondering if maybe she did go back.  Hopefully there will be a happy ending for Beth & Ann.  

I purchased a webcam last week and hopefully I will have everything set up and will know how to use it by the meeting on Monday.  I have not been tracking technology in my log, but on my timesheet.  I have sent emails to Janet and Jessica on July 27, August 3, 4, 8, 11, 17, 20, & 26 asking questions about the project and getting set up on wiki and my new webcam.  I am not having any luck getting my name on the participants list in wiki, but have sought Janet’s and Jessica’s help in the matter.  I got on to wiki on August 4 & 20 trying to get my name on the participants list and on the 26th looking at the discussion pages and also the resource page.  We had such a great discussion at our Board Retreat I will be sharing some of these resources with our Board.  I am very interested in the ‘Talking to your child about abuse’ information provided by Gennie, for my personal conversations about abuse with my kids.  I am going to start with my oldest and only hearing child, then move on to the 2 younger ones that are d/hh.  A big question for me is ‘Am I going to be able to share this information with my kids in a way that they can learn and understand it?’  I downloaded Skype to my computer on 8/26 and tried to learn a few things about using it!

August 27, 2009 –Sent log to Harold.  
